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“MROOM 39: A Study in Naval! * 
wets Intelligence, By Donald: 
(,, McLachian. Atheneum, 426: 
: pages. SY | oa 
“Simply defined, intelli-; 
gence is no more than infor-, 
‘mation about events or people.; 
“Give the word a capital letter’ 
‘and it stands for.a vast area of: 


nd in war.’ The author, 4, 
prominent London journalist: 
vho served in British naval:” 
intelligence throughout World. - 
War Il, obviously knows!“ 
rwnercok ae speaks, and, hayr. 
‘wily, his language is readable.: 
«# Better still, he demonstrates | 
‘that what might seem to be a 
‘monograph on a rather xe< 
stricted aspect of that war 
cannot in fact become other 
:wwise than a seminal treatment - 
touching on developments in 
the British intelligence serv-: 
ces aS a group. This is not 
‘only because tho Ttoyal Navy 
4s the senior service but also’ 
because its representa 
ives--whether a cruiser coms, 
‘mander in the indian Ocean, 

‘San attache in Spain, or a Civile. 
“Gan in Reserve uniform (such 
is novelist Ian Fleming) back 
rat Room 39 of the Admiralty—, 
were thoso of His Majosty’s: 


global sweep «0 
oceans, ae ; 
‘One of the virtues of this 
‘Margish book, therefore, is its 
examination of | the gradual 
growth of its subject from well - 
before World War I. Another ds 
its emphasis on the growing! 
ains. ‘These were many and: 
"high-level. ere a Orr 
| ‘his volurne has no bibliog." 
'yaphy, n0 illustrations, and but» 
‘one chart. It has three ins! 
dexes, all of which are poo 
‘Several references ‘to the | 
annotation © are ‘completely i 
missing. But the volume is‘ 
also well written, comprehen-; 
‘isive, and based on mu 
“Janguage interviews. In sum,¢: 
< {it should be of positive value to 
ithe Washington “intelligences ¥ 
“community” as a whole, for) 
‘they should find it a more" «: 
than worlhy successor to Sit.” 
‘william James’ treatment of 


j ot} 
“tthe sane subject during World: 
War'I, “The Coie Breakers 
et Ttoom 40" (1956). 
‘le me CURLIS CARROLL DAVIS. 
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